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Plyler v. Doe in 1982 was the high water mark of immigrant rights. With a torrent of state
legislation related to immigration, it is clear that things today are decidedly worse. Concerns
addressed by states have included education, employment, identification, driver’s licenses, law
enforcement, legal services, public benefits, housing and rental, trafficking, voting, and
miscellaneous issues such as alcohol and tobacco purchase identification, gun and firearms
permits, residency/domicile determinations, and juvenile reporting requirements. This
extraordinary rise in such legislative interests is undoubtedly due to overburdened locales, well-
publicized and highly polarized federal attention to immigration, a sharp rise in conservative
media flogging the issue, and a decline in President Bush’s popularity, all of which have led to a
leadership vacuum in the field. In some ways, it is a “perfect storm” of anti-immigrant factors.
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Please mail your check to the Center for International Studies / Albuguerque International Association,
PO Box 92995, Albuquerque, NM, 87199 by September 9, 2008. You can also purchase the “last minute”
ticket through the ticket box at the National Hispanic Cultural Center, 4th Street SW and Avenida César
Chavez (Bridge Blvd.), Albuquerque. Ticket: $12.00; Tickets are also available at Ticketmaster by
calling 883.7800 or at Ticketmaster.com



